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The 90th Anniversary of the Department of
Dermatology, Hokkaido University

o

ILBERT AN AR

The Department of Dermatology of Hokkaido University
celebrated its 90th anniversary this year. The department
first opened its outpatient clinic on February 16, 1925,
which was set as the day of the department’s establish-
ment. I’'m delighted to note that 90 years have passed.

The development of the department during these 90
years owes to the efforts of our many predecessors and
senior members. This distinguished history has been fur-
thered by First Professor Akira Shiga, Second Professor
Kenzo Iwashita, Third Professor Yusho Miura, Fourth
Professor Akira Ohkawara and Fifth Professor Hiroshi
Shimizu, the current professor (photo).

Although the department was established in 1925, the
alumni association is called “Koshikai”, which means “an
organization founded in the year designated as Koshi on
the Chinese calendar”, i.e., 1924. This date refers to the
date Dr. Ryo Shiga, who had been Associate Professor,
was promoted to Professor of the Department (20th
October, 1924). Participation by family members in the
department’s New Year’s party, which started in 1969
(photo), has continued every year since then. Many doc-
tors from two generations of the same family have been
Koshikai members.

The words “90 years” are short, but the years are over-
whelmingly long. During this long history, the first
department ward (photo) was completed in 1927, with 40
beds, and this marked the start of the current dermatol-
ogy ward of Hokkaido University Hospital. Medical
moulages—wax training models—were created by
Yoshio Nanjo, a master artist, during the long period from
1925 to 1973. They had been kept in the department, but
because of their great academic and historical value, the
moulages went on permanent display at the Hokkaido
University Museum in 2007.

All the members of the department are determined to
keep on developing themselves and the department,
based on its history and traditions and with ambition as
members of Hokkaido University.
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Riichiro Abe, Senior Associate Professor
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The completed Dermatology Ward building (40 beds) 1927
FERHMETER (40FK) BBFI2E

Exterior The laboratory building (completed in 1932)
18R 722 (RBAN7 FE5TRL)

The New Year’s Meeting of Families. The first New Year’s party with family participation (1969)
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The first professor The second professor The third professor The fourth professor The fifth professor

Akira Shiga Kenzo lwashita  Yusho Miura  Akira Ohkawara Hiroshi Shimizu
1924-1942 1942-1955 1956-1985 1985-1999 1999-present
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A moulage (below), and the permanent exhibition of medical moulages at the Hokkaido University Museum (since Jan. 13, 2007)
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Report on returning from overseas study

I, 207, 7
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| started my research stay in the Laboratory of
Immunology (Ethan Shevach Laboratory) of the
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
(NIAID), National Institutes of Health (NIH), in September
2012, returning to Japan in August 2014. Research in
the Shevach Lab mainly focuses on regulatory T-cells.
The research is mostly done by in vivo experiments
using mice. After starting my research on regulatory
T-cells, | found y&T-cells to be unexpectedly interest-
ing. | was able to study the latest immunology in the
Shevach Lab. It was a very meaningful experience for
me.

The NIH is a center of medical research in the US,
and it’s well endowed with research funds. It was a
privileged environment, because new ideas could be
experimentally tested right away. | wasn’t good at
English, but the research-related language was rela-
tively easy tounderstand. In contrast, daily conversation
among many people and at parties was difficult for me
until the very end of my stay. American jokes were par-
ticularly difficult to follow.

| was able to make friends with many people from
America and other parts of the world. The NIH hosts
many Japanese, including dermatologists. | was able
to deepen exchanges with Japanese people of various
fields.

I'd like to extend my appreciation to those in the
Department of Dermatology of Hokkaido University
who provided me with this invaluable opportunity to
study in the U.S, and to my family, who supported me
throughout my stay. I’'m determined to contribute to
the clinical, educational and research activities of the
department by applying my experience in the U.S.

H1deyuk1 Ujiie, Assistant Professor
s KRR 2
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Biography . B&FE
2002.3 Graduates from the Medical Dept., Hokkaido 2002.3 JtBERFEEFEERZE

University. - . e T T

2002.4 Joins the Department of Dermatology, 2002.4 LBERFARAGELI
Graduate School of Medicine, Hokkaido FERZDEFANE
University. g e = =

2004.4  Joins the medical staff of Hokkaido University 20044  JEERFRE B8

2005.4 gospital. ot at the Hokkaido C 2005.4  IRIIFTBUANEILREGTEE

! ecomes a resident at the Hokkaido Cancer NN e

Center. manhitry— LITU b

2006.4 Starts the Ph.D. Course in the Department of 20064 IbEEASAREESIFZER
Dermatology, Graduate School of Medicine, . o g
Hokkaido University. HRERZOHFERETHRIEAT

2010.3 Completesthe Ph.D. Coursein the Department 20103 BB A A R E SR
of Dermatology, Graduate School of Medicine, e -
Hokkaido University. FRERNZFBFERETHREE T

2010.4 Assistant Professor of the Department of 20104 EE A A R ES R
Dermatology, Graduate School of Medicine, .

Hokkaido University. KERF0E B

2012.9 Research Fellow in the Immunology 20129 KEENIEEHZER (NIH)

Laboratory of the National Institutes of Health X e -
(NIH). Y REFNRZE ZEMRE

2013.4-2014.8 2013.4~2014.8

Overseas research fellow of the Japan Society Mg _
for the Promotion of Science (JSPS). EAHITRES SBHVRHIRRE

2014.9 Assistant Professor of the Department of 20149 B EA AR E SR
Dermatology, Graduate School of Medicine,

Hokkaido University,. KENFDE B
Major papers, &KX
1. Ujiie H, Shibaki A, Nishie W, Sawamura D, Wang G, Tateishi Y, Li Q, Moriuchi R, Qiao H, Nakamura H, Akiyama
M, Shimizu H:

A novel active mouse model for bullous pemphigoid targeting humanized pathogenic antigen.
J Immunol 184: 2166-2174, 2010.
2. Ujiie H, Shibaki A, Nishie W, Shinkuma S, Moriuchi R, Qiao H, Shimizu H:
Noncollagenous 16A domain of type XVII collagen-reactive CD4+ T cells play a pivotal role in the develop-
ment of active disease in experimental bullous pemphigoid model.
Clin Immunol 142: 167-175, 2012
3. Ujiie H, Sasaoka T, lzumi K, Nishie W, Shinkuma S, Natsuga K, Nakamura H, Shibaki A, Shimizu H:
Bullous pemphigoid autoantibodies directly induce blister formation without complement activation.
J Immunol 193: 4415-4428, 2014

I’'m with my labmates at a meeting of the My boss holds my son Members of the Shevach Lab

American Association of Immunology BF %29 3RZ SENEAEER
(I am at the far right)
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Satoru Shinkuma, Specially Appointed Assistant Professor

In October 2012, | was given the opportunity to study
for about two years at Christiano Laboratory of the
Columbia University Medical Center, Department of
Dermatology, in Manhattan, U.S.A. | returned from New
York in December 2014 and started to work again as a
Specially Appointed Assistant Professor in the
Department of Dermatology of Hokkaido University.
I've been researching and developing genetic regen-
erative therapies for epidermolysis bullosa. This R&D
includes the following: 1) creating iPS cells from the
fibroblasts of epidermolysis bullosa patient, 2) devel-
oping genetic therapies using TALENs, CRISPR/Cas?9,
and 3) achieving re-differentiation into fibroblasts and
epidermal keratinocytes for iPS cells that have under-
gone genetic therapy.

I spent my first 10 months at the Christiano Lab on
genetic therapies using the TALENs technique, but
during that time, R&D on CRISPR/Cas techniques saw
remarkable progress. Midway through my study, |
switched to using CRISPR/Cas techniques to study
gene therapies. In addition to that midway shift, the
discovery of STAP cells was reported just as | was suc-
ceeding in creating iPS cells. With my stay nearing its
end, questions arose about STAP cells. | was able to
appreciate the fast pace of scientific progress, and |
feel a sense of apprehension about the present
research system.

I'd like to express my appreciation to Professor
Hiroshi Shimizu, Associate Professor Riichiro Abe,
Associate Professor Wataru Nishie, other doctors in
the Department of Dermatology of Hokkaido University,
and the members of Koshikai for providing me the
opportunity to study abroad. | also want to extend my
appreciation to Angela and Zongyou and others at
Columbia University for their kindness, and to Dr.
Yutaka Shimomura of Niigata University, Dr. Munenari
Ito of the Jikei University School of Medicine, and Dr.
Noriko Umegaki of Keio University for their assistance
in making my New York studies possible. Finally, for
her support in every aspect of my life, | wish to give my
heartfelt thanks to my wife, Yui, who accompanied me
to the U.S. immediately after our wedding.
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T. STAPHREARERSN/cEWVWSIRENDD., THIC
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Biography . B&FE

2004.3 Graduates from the Medical Dept. of Nara 2004.3 ZREVERAFESEZEZE
Medical University. s

2004.4 Works as a resident doctor (first half of the 2004.4 =REIERKXZENERT
course) in the university hospital of Nara TIE &
Medical University. FIERRRIRITHERR

2006.4 Works asa resident doctor (latter half of the 2006.4 LB E AR E S~ R R
course) in the Department of Dermatology, /
Hokkaido University Hospital. B ERTHEE=

2007.4 Becomes a doctor of dermatology at JR
Hospital & 2007.4  JRALIBRBRER ES

2008.4 Ph.D. Course in the Department of . . o e § 1o
Dermatology, Graduate School of Medicine, 20084  UBERFAFHREFIAMGLRE
Hokkaido University. MERZFDHFHI

2011.3 Completes the Ph.D. Course in the
Department of Dermatology, Graduate 2011.3 REEFELHFEEET
School of Medicine, Hokkaido University. et e R

2011.4 Assistant Professor of the Department of 2011.4 JIUEERFERFREZMFR
Dermatology, Graduate School of Medicine, LV
Hokkaido University. KEMZ05 B3

2012.10 Post-doctoral Fellow at the Christiano 2012.10 JOVETF7KREEER Christianoifzes
Laboratory, Department of Dermatology, i N _
Columbia University. MANRZ RZILT7 20—

2013.4-2014.11 B A o
Studies as an Overseas Research Fellow in (20134~2014.11 BARFMHIRER BHNRRIRE)
the Japan Society for the Promotion of D014.12 LBEA S A A TR

Science.

2014.12 Appointed as a Specially Appointed Assistant
Professor of the Department of Dermatology,
Graduate School of Medicine, Hokkaido
University.
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Major papers. {XFHX

1. Shinkuma S, Akiyama M, Inoue A, Aoki J, Natsuga K, Nomura T, Arita K, Abe R, Ito K, Nakamura H, Ujiie H,
Shibaki A, Suga H, Tsunemi Y, Nishie W, Shimizu H:
Prevalent LIPH founder mutations lead to loss of P2Y5 activation ability of PA-PLA1alpha in autosomal reces-
sive hypotrichosis.
Hum Mutat 31: 602-610, 2010

2. Shinkuma S, Inoue A, Aoki J, Nishie W, Natsuga K, Ujiie H, Nomura T, Abe R, Akiyama M, Shimizu H:
The B9 loop domain of PA-PLA1a plays a crucial role in autosomal recessive woolly hair/hypotrichosis.
J Invest Dermatol 132: 2093-2095, 2012

3. Shinkuma S, Sawamura D, Fujita Y, Kawasaki H, Nakamura H, Inoie M, Nishie W, Shimizu H:
Long-term follow-up of cultured epidermal autograft in a recessive dystrophic epidermolysis bullosa patient.
Acta Derm Venereol 94: 98-99, 2014
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Dining with my labmates (The arrow shows me)
TERAMEEDRERR (KRENHHHE)

Cell cultivation was my daily routine. All
these culture dishes in the incubator were
used for my cell cultivation
BEROARTHI-MIEIEE . DI F 2
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The “Manhattanhenge” event, when “the
setting sun is aligned with the east-
west streets of the main street grid of
Manhattan, New York City. This occurs
twice a year, on dates evenly spaced
around the summer solstice”
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29




30

2015 ANNUAL REPORT

fieoid4,

International Exchanges—Article Published in the SMA News
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Chua Shunjle, A fourth year MD student at Duke-NUS Graduate Medical School
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THE MENTION of Japan reminds many of its numer-
ous brands of cosmetics and other skincare products.
Their marketing prowess has successfully promoted
the ideal of smooth white skin into our psyches. But
the Land of the Rising Sun does not just excel in the
area of aesthetics, it is also one of the strongest nations
in dermatological practice and research. Last
September, | did a month-long research elective in
Hokudai, the centre of Dermatology in Hokkaido,

northern Japan.

Hokudai is short for Hokkaido University, which was
founded as an agricultural university. Its main campus
is located in the bustling city of Sapporo, and features
luscious trees, small quaint streams and little routes
that will bring you close to nature. These make the uni-

versity one of the most attractive in the country.

Working with the ward and clinical team

Due to my interest in dermatological research, | wanted
to do my elective in a place which could allow me to
experience the breadth of this discipline. | did not need
to look further than my textbook, Shimizu’s Textbook
of Dermatology, for this. | googled the author, Prof
Hiroshi Shimizu, and found out that he was one of the
most prominent dermatologists in Japan. He replied to
my emails promptly and allowed me to join his depart-
ment at Hokudai as a clinical/research student. This
allowed me to explore two areas of Dermatology that
complemented each other.

As one of the top training hospitals for Dermatology
in Japan, Hokudai organises numerous educational
sessions for its residents and doctors attached to the

I NUSEES KBRS 4 46 F 2T Ix

department. These sessions were the most exciting as
| received exposure to many cases. Examples of such
sessions included weekly visiting experts from other
hospitals in the city who lectured on topics relevant to
Dermatology trainees. Next, there were the grand
rounds led by Prof Shimizu himself. These would start
with case presentations by the trainees, and the entire
department would proceed to a special treatment
room in the wards thereafter. The junior doctors would
then help the patients undress, to expose their lesions.
The curtain that was occluding them would be opened
sequentially for Prof Shimizu to review and discuss
with the department. The speed and efficiency at
which these meetings were done was something that
really astounded me. In the evenings, trainees based in
other hospitals in Hokkaido would stop by and present
special cases. One aspect | personally found interest-
ing was the pathology sessions, where students would
be taught to evaluate their own slides. It was really
rewarding to realise that your findings from an earlier
practice session were the ones that the professor
pointed to during the session.

The clinical experience was excellent as there was a
greater spread of cases. | also found the Japanese
really warm in their interactions, and could see the
mutual respect and trust that the patients and doctors
had for each other. | felt that the Japanese drive
towards improvement of practices and quality was
something that | could learn from.
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Direct immunofluorescence refresher
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Beer lovers should not miss the Sapporo Beer Museum
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Learning to probe into the unknown
Research is a key focus of the department, and it has
published papers in most major journals. A broad
spectrum of research is carried out in the university,
including basic, translational and clinical projects.
Most of the clinical projects were carried out by the
residents, while basic science and translational proj-
ects were carried out by members of the faculty, PhD
students and postdoc fellows. These PhD students
and postdocs were mostly former residents in the uni-
versity and thus could help to review patients even
while they conducted research.
The department recorded images meticulously.
Lesions on most of the patients would be photo-
graphed at several angles with a DSLR camera. If
required, dermatoscopic images would also be taken.
These images would then be broadcast on high resolu-
tion screens for discussion and kept in a database for

easy future retrieval.

| was supervised by PhD students during the entire
elective. This offered me the opportunity to refresh my
skills in 2D gel electrophoresis, enzyme-linked immu-
nosorbent assay, polymerase chain reaction and
immunofluorescence training. | also took part in multi-
ple research discussions which enhanced my

knowledge.

Friendship and travel

While at Hokudai, | was paired with two junior doctors
in the department. Their official role was to give me
guidance and also to help me participate in the depart-
ment’s numerous activities. | was really grateful for
their assistance, as they went above and beyond the
call of duty by providing me with Japanese language
support too. (Students interested in pursuing an elec-
tive in Japan: do take note that most of the content you

encounter will be in Japanese.)

The two doctors brought me around the city and
also informed me about other places of interest. On
their advice, | visited the Sapporo Beer Museum and
Sapporo Factory in the city. They featured many exhib-
its on beer production, had tasting sessions of Sapporo
Beer (which is only sold from the factories), and sold a
variety of memorabilia so that travellers could bring
home a piece of the city with them. If anyone experi-
ences alcohol intoxication, they can clear their heads
in many of the hot springs in Jozankei. They can also
explore the vast swathes of natural scenery in northern
Hokkaido.

Reflections

The Roman philosopher Seneca said, “Voyage, travel,
and change of place impart vigour”. After this trip, |
was able to view this quote with new eyes, because |
feel a greater level of energy in what | do.

| am highly thankful for everyone who made my trip
possible, and would like to express my greatest grati-
tude to Prof Shimizu for allowing me to do an
attachment at his department and reviewing this arti-
cle. Special thanks also go to faculty members: Riichiro
Abe, Toshifumi Nomura, Wataru Nishie, Yasuyuki Fuijita,
Ken Natsuga, Hiroo Hata and all the residents in the
department for their guidance.

If you are interested in knowing more about my
the Hokudai
Dermatology website: http://www.derm-hokudai.jp/en

experience, visit Department of

(search: “Hokkaido university dermatology”).

Shunjie is a fourth year MD student at Duke-NUS
Graduate Medical School. Before medical school, he
was an engineer trained in Japan. He has a lifelong
goal of unravelling discoveries that will lead to better
health.

This article was originally published in the July 2014 issue of SMA News.

Reproduced with permission of the Singapore Medical Association (SMA).
SMA News 2014F7R 5 BHLE. Vo HFR—IVEEGS (SMA)DEFRICKVERE
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http://www.derm-hokudai.jp/en

(#5%: "Hokkaido university dermatology”)
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Prof Shimizu (right) presenting his textbook to me as a souvenir
JEKEIR () IE B EICEShimizu’s Textbook of Dermatology %< & WVEL 7=
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Leading a new skin surgery team

WOVKEAMT —LZRNT

The big news for me in 2014 was that Dr. Aoyagi, who’d
been the commander-in-chief of the skin surgery group
in the Hokkaido University Department of Dermatology,
left the department.

| was chosen for the new team, as were Shinya
Kitamura and Keisuke Imafuku. I've been working as a
skin surgeon for more than 10 years, but it was only the
second year (!) for Dr. Kitamura and the first year (!!) for
Dr. Imafuku as skin surgeons. The new year started
with plenty of anxiety. | was worried that the new team
would have lots of pressure in performing our duties
and living up to the wonderful reputation made by Dr.
Aoyagi. As soon as we started working in the new year,
| found that my worries were groundless. Thanks to the
efforts of Drs. Kitamura and Imafuku, we’ve come a
long way with considerable success. We’ve been able
to perform all the surgeries safely and to increase the
number of surgical procedures for inpatients and out-
patients over the previous year, even if the increase is
small. I'd also like to note that our group published
more than 20 papers in a single year! Our present goal
is to achieve results that’ll be useful for other derma-
tologists. We’d like to publish papers that not only
case report but those also provide information on
studies of many cases of examination and treatment.

In 2015, Dr. Yuka Inamura joins our group. There’s
something exceptional in her surgical technique that
recalls that of Dr. Erina Homma, who’s now studying as
a graduate student. Dr. Keisuke Imafuku will be dis-
patched for a year to the Dermatologic Oncology
Department of Tokyo Metropolitan Cancer and
Infectious Diseases Center Komagome Hospital, which
is famous as the local hub hospital for cancer treat-
ment. It is a great loss for us to lose him for one year,
but | believe that this decision will greatly contribute to
our future development. | strongly hope that Dr.
Imafuku will return to our group with new knowledge
and techniques he’ll have learned at the new hospital
and provide them to us in the near future.

Our group will continue the efforts to improve our-
selves and to generate and disseminate information on
our medical activities to a worldwide audience.

\

Hiroo Hata, Assistant Professor
seps & R
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The team with Dr. Chiaki Takahashi, who came from Asahikawa Medical College to observe surgical procedures

(From left: Drs. Hata, Imafuku, Takahashi and Kitamura)

BNEADSHETFREEN FiMi RFISRTChELZ (2D T SR BB TREE L)

Team members at the EADC on Cheju Island, South Korea, in
September 2014

2014FE9RICEEFEMBICTITHNAZEADCICSINL TEEL!

The team with Dr. Kuniaki Ohara, who came to instruct us (From left: Drs. Imafuku, Hata, Ohara and Kitamura)

The team in the office (Clockwise from center top: Drs. Inamura,
Imafuku, Hata and Kitamura)

TI—TEEBE (LA, hRETEN, P RFALE A S51R)
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KEBEELEED FAEBICRTCNEL (ED 5B & ARBEESE. ALH)
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Department of Dermatology receives FY 2013
Excellent Subject Award and Excellent Teacher Award
of the Hokkaido University Medical Department

TRRBE R BERF EFBERT

The Hokkaido University Medical Department presents
the Excellent Subject Award and the Excellent Teacher
Award every year. To select candidates, a comprehen-
sive evaluation is done, including evaluation by
students who attended the classes and examination of
the syllabi by the Center for Medical Education.

The Excellent Subject Award for FY 2013 was given
to the Department of Dermatology out of more than 20
departments. This achievement was realized by the
daily efforts of all the members of the department—not
just the regular staff doctors, but also the hospital staff
doctors and resident doctors, who kindly instructed
students in the outpatient clinics and the hospital ward.

For 4th year students, not many classes are allotted
to the dermatology department, so it’'s a challenge to
provide systematic, detailed lectures. Department
staffers, including the Professor and the instructors,
give innovative classes where the teacher conveys the
attractiveness of dermatology by introducing clinical
experiences that include basic knowledge. The stu-
dents learn things that are difficult to learn only from
textbooks. In the 6th year, the students participate in
clinical training that’s tailored to the needs of each stu-
dent. Their motivation is heightened during their
experience of receiving training as part of the staff doc-
tors of the dermatology department.

In addition to the department receiving the Excellent
Subject Award, Instructor Yukiko Nomura and | were
presented with the Excellent Teacher Award. I'm glad
that our efforts in student education were recognized
by the students.

Taking these awards as encouragement, I'm deter-
mined to further improve our student education in
lectures and practical training.

FRERERALT

Yukiko Nomura, Assistant Professor
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Excellent Subject Award: Department of Dermatology
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Excellent Teacher Award: Dr. Riichiro Abe

BEHEHE FHE—REE

Excellent Teacher Award: Dr. Yukiko Nomura
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On receiving the Excellent Paper Award of
the Department of Medicine, Hokkaido
University Graduate School of Medicine

THEFHIEEANEIZE

WBEAF A FREH

I’'m honored to have received the Excellent Paper
Award of the School of Medicine. I'd like to extend my
heartfelt appreciation to Professor Hiroshi Shimizu,
Senior Associate Professor Riichiro Abe, my co-
authors on the paper, and other members of the
laboratory and the department for their kind guidance
and assistance.

The paper clarified that the mechanism of epidermal
cell death in severe drug eruptions is necroptosis
mediated by Annexin A1. It has been reported in recent
years that in necroptosis, the newly dead cells look
similar to those in necrosis, and that cell death is
induced by TNF-a, Fas TRAIL, the subsequent forma-
tion of an RIP1-RIP3 complex and the resulting
phosphorylation of MLKL. I'd like to deepen research
on cell death based on the results obtained in this
research, in a new place.

I’'m still inexperienced in conducting big projects;
however, I'll try harder to gain enough experience to be
involved in developing new therapies and methods for
early diagnosis. I’d like to thank everyone concerned in
the Department of Dermatology of Hokkaido University
and to wish for your continued guidance and

assistance.

¥

Nao Saito
X O AR

Saito N, Qiao H, Yanagi T, Shinkuma S, Nishimura K,
Suto A, Fujita Y, Suzuki S, Nomura T, Nakamura H,
Nagao K, Obuse C, Shimizu H, Abe R:

An annexin A1-FPR1 interaction contributes to
necroptosis of keratinocytes in severe cutaneous
adverse drug reactions.

Sci Transl Med 6: 245ra295, 2014.
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After the ceremony, with other awardees
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Necroptosis j

| attend the awards
ceremony

REAXOKTF

The mechanism of severe drug eruptions

This is the scheme of SUS/TEN mechanisms

Annexin A1 binds to FPR1 and induces RIP1-3
interactions which cause necroptosis

Next we tried to develop an SJS/TEN therapy that
targets necroptosis

In this study we used necrosulfonamide, or NSA,
which blocks necroptosis by inhibiting MLKL

EEEBDANZZ L
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On receiving the 4th Kisaragi Award of

the JSID

BB 2 SEBEY)))) ) )

The Kisaragi Juku seminar is a “training camp” of sorts
sponsored by the Japan Society of Investigative
Dermatology (JSID) to educate young researchers. It’s
held in Okinawa every February. One researcher under
age 40 from each member university is eligible to
participate.

The Kisaragi Award is given to the young researcher
who’s recognized as playing the most positive role in
the seminar. The award has a unique selection method.
Each seminar participant, tutor and JSID staff member
gets to vote.

At the 4th Kisaragi Juku of the JSID, in February
2013, | was fortunate to receive the award. The awards
ceremony is usually held during the JSID annual gen-
eral meeting. However, that meeting was not held in
2013, because that was the year of the International
Investigative Dermatology (IID) event, held jointly by
the JSID, the Society for Investigative Dermatology
(SID) and the European Society for Dermatological
Research (ESDR). The awards ceremony for 2013 was
held at the general meeting of the JSID in Osaka in
2014.

When | participated in the four-day seminar, | had
two goals: 1) try to improve the scientific ability of the
participants, including myself, and 2) try to promote
and deepen exchanges among the participants (done
mainly through drinking). | suspect that these two were
the main reasons | received the award. The young
members of Hokkaido University have the potential to
participate in Kisaragi Juku.

I hope that the young members who’ll be participat-
ing in the seminar try hard for the award.

Ken Natsuga, Assistant Professor
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A syllabus of the 4th Kisaragi Juku
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A group photo of the 4th Kisaragi Juku (The arrow shows me)
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I receive the Kisaragi Award at the JSID general meeting in 2014
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Surprise party for

At the Training Hall of the Medical Dept.: Nov. 28th, 2014

BKEBIRT TSAZBEIN T4 2

Yukiko Nomura, Assistant Professor
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Several days after | became the chief of the medical
staff, | realized that Professor Shimizu would be turning
60 this year. A celebration for the Professor’s 60th birth-
day was not included in the “handover” document
covering the chief’s duties. | decided to make the birth-
day celebration as a surprise. | started to wonder how
it would be possible to organize a surprise party that
would include all the department members without the
Professor hearing about it. | started to plan for the party
by enlisting the cooperation of Dr. Satoko Shimizu,
doing a bit of research on the doctors at Asahikawa
Medical College and Sapporo Medical University, and
soliciting plans from department members. Finally, |
decided that the party would have two pillars: “Fortune
Cookie in Love: Happy 60th Birthday, Department of
Dermatology, Hokkaido University Version” and “A
Locus of Professor Shimizu’s 60 years: The Movie”. To
make sure the Professor would be available on the day,
| said, “We’re having a maple leaf viewing party for the
ward. Won't you join us?” Even after telling him that, |
was secretly worried it might not work out.

On the day of the surprise party, Dr. Abe delivered
Professor Shimizu to the venue. The song “Fortune
Cookie in Love” started to be played at the dark party
site where the department members were nervously
and breathlessly concealed. | was near tears at that
moment, because | felt greatly relieved. I'm sure |
wasn’t the only one. The video highlighting Professor
Shimizu’s 60 years was excellent enough to impress
the Professor. The young owner of a sushi shop came
to make sushi at the party site, and the young depart-
ment members gave performances, which made the
party fun and warm. I'd like to extend my heartfelt
thanks to Mr. Shotaro Suzuki, Drs. Shinya Kitamura and
Yasuyuki Yamaguchi, and everyone else who cooper-
ated in realizing the party.

The Chief of the Staff Doctors, Dr.
Yukiko Nomura (the mastermind
behind the surprise party)
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Happy Birthday, Professor Shimizu! Professor Shimizu and the members wear T-shirts customized by themselves
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A young sushi restaurant owner The members hide before the The secretaries with Professor Shimizu
came and made sushi Professor’s arrival BRI ERATHEETIL—T)
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Professor Shimizu and the members Members with Professor Shimizu
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The surprise party was a great success! The members prepare for the party A toast with wine The Professor shows off his auspicious red vest
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Professor Shimizu with the members Professor Shimizu and the members
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The party was filled with a warm A performance by the resident A birthday present for Professor Professor Shimizu with former secretaries

atmosphere from beginning to end  doctors Shimizu from the department members L gi#hFEah TO RV EIALERIT DT
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