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Having received the prestigious 2011 JSID Award, I'd like to

express my gratitude to Professor Hiroshi Shimizu, who's

been instructing me, and all the other doctors who's been
supporting me with their kindness and assistance. | feel

that my responsibility as a researcher has become greater,

as my name is now listed in the ranks of outstanding
doctors.

I look on the award as an impetus to apply myself fur-
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ther in my work, including my research, which is still
incomplete. I'm determined to rise to the expectations of

all those concerned.

After the award lecture: Dr. Abe with the department members.
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At the award ceremony: Dr. Abe with Dr. Yoshiki Tokura (right), President of
the society.
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The Japanese Society for Investigative Dermatology Award

This award is presented to a member of the society (excluding professors)
who has achieved the most outstanding research results in the previous five years.
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Awardees from the Hokkaido University
Department of Dermatology (since FY 2000)

IEXREERHSDREE (2000FELIR)

In 2004: Associate Professor
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Daisuke Sawamura (FY 2004)

Currently: Professor and Chairman, Department of Dermatology, Hirosaki University School of Medicine

In 2007: Associate Professor
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Masashi Akiyama (FY 2007)

Currently: Professor and Chairman, Department of Dermatology, Nagoya University School of Medicine

Riichiro Abe (FY 2011)

Associate Professor
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Past Award Recipients

BEAZES

Currently: Associate Professor, Dept. of Derm., Hokkaido Univ.

2000 | Masayuld Amagai | - iman, Dept. of Derm, Keio Uni. 20004 | RS I (5 BB R AL Er RSt 50%)
G N o p— 20014 |FAa i (RORIAERASRER 5i8)

2002 CALlfr?enr?tily:Y/Eisrg)%ng%fessor,DeptofDerm,,Asahikawa Medical Univ. 20024F | LA BASE (R8I IERAF RIS H51R)
2003 (SZDJrQiertD?PsrgwgeossorandChairman,Dept.ofDerm.,Tok o Univ. 2003%F |EB fR—(RIRRAFEFEEET 2)
2004 | DaISUKE SWAMUIE 1 yiman, et of Derm, Hirosaki Univ 20045 | A KB (5 SLATAPEFERAGH #iT)
2005 | Hironoby I and chairman, Dept,of Derm, Kumamoto Uni: 20055 |F ES R ESAFEFEBHEN B
2006 | 2NIGELOSHI SN0 | 1 aiiman, Dept, of Derm, Kochi Univ. 20064 | 165 54T (B BIASE L SRR 508

Zo O 20074 | Bl EI75 (R AEBAYESSEEH 208)
2008 ggrjrie%%apcgfaessorandChairman,Dept.ofDerm.,Eh‘\meumv. 20084 | LIl B (R EEAPEFHEEHN 302
2009 | Ko Kaa T, sfessor, Dept. of Dem, Kyoto Univ 20095 |#t8 B8 (R REATFEFHMERMT AHHR)
2010 | LmiRir KaWakaM sor Depr. of Derm, St Merianna Univ 20106 | JIlE R GREIU7YFEHAZREN E22)
2011 |Riichiro Abe 201 14F | FIERIER—ER (IR dmE AR AR SRS R MR )
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Gang Wang, Professor and Chairman of the Xl)mg Hospital Dermatology Department,
Forth Military Medical University (FMMU), and the Chief of Xijing Dermatology Hospital
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On November 17th, 2011, | was appointed Professor and
Chairman of the Xijing Hospital Dermatology Department,
Forth Military Medical University (FMMU), and the Chief of
the newly founded Xijing Dermatology Hospital.

The Dermatology Department Xijing Hospital is a
national key discipline in China and the Chinese Military
Institute of Dermatology. Since its inception in 1949, the
department has made outstanding progress under the
leadership of extraordinary professors such as Yaocheng
Xi, Kezhuang Wei, Pengju Guan, Naizeng Che, Yufeng Liu
and Tianwen Gao. The department numbers 240 members,
including 8 professors, 10 associate professors, 12 assis-
tant professors and 20 full-time researchers. Twenty-five of
the members have doctoral degrees, and 14 of the doctors
have experience at research institutes in the United States,
Europe or Japan. With 48 hospital beds and 300,000
clinical outpatients a year, the department performs cut-
ting-edge research and makes clinical achievements
regarding psoriasis, vitiligo, autoimmune diseases, laser
therapy, cosmetology, and more.

It's a great honour and responsibility to be appointed as
Chairman of the department. I'd like to express my appre-
ciation to my predecessor, Professor Tianwen Gao, and to
all the individuals who have, in one way or another, sup-
ported and encouraged me. I'd also like to thank my
mentor and friend, Professor Hiroshi Shimizu, for the guid-
ance and support he offered me during my two years of
research in the Hokkaido University Department of
Dermatology. Not only did he share his valuable clinical
and research experience, but he also taught me the
precious management skills that are needed to run a
department.

As head of the department, I'll fully dedicate myself to
its development and to dermatological research. | hope
my department will become even better known in the near

future and will take a leading position in dermatology, not
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only in China but also in the world. | also want to make my
department a platform for young people to fulfil their
dreams and a pleasant place for all the members to work.
Again, I'm grateful to Professor Hiroshi Shimizu and my
other friends at the Hokkaido University Department of
Dermatology, including the doctors, lab technicians and
secretaries who provided endless support and contributed

to my success. | look forward to cooperation with Hokudai’s

Dermatology Department. Let’s build a better future!

Message from Professor Hiroshi Shimizu

Congratulatory presents from Hiroshi
Hiroshin 5D HH N EFI
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Dear Wang Gang, | am really happy to cerebrate
your assuming professorship at the Dermatology
Department. | firmly believe that you will make a fine
leader in the field of dermatologic science of the world,
as you are a brilliant and hard working person, having
expertise in clinical dermatology and proficiency in
English, who is respected by people around you.

It was in 2004 that | first met you when | visited Xian
to deliver my speech at the ceremony for granting me
the title of honorary professor of Fourth Military Medical
University, China. Later, you came to my department at
Hokkaido University to do your research, and during
your stay in Sapporo we'd become very good friends
and the departments of our universities have deepened
close relationship. I've never forgotten your visit to my
home with your wife and son and the genuinely Chinese
boiled dumplings that you cooked for us.

The most important thing for Professor and Chairman
is to educate young doctors. Development of the
department naturally follows the success in education.
Wang Gang, | believe that you surely will be successful.

Yes, you can!
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Establishment/of’a rapid granulysin assay kit
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Yasuyuki Fujita, Assistant Professor

W % W 55

Based on the new finding that the serum granulysin con-
centration is elevated in the early stages of severe drug
eruption, we've established an assay kit that quickly
detects such elevation.

The 4th Lab has pursued drug eruption research as one
of its major themes. It was in 2008 that Drs. Abe and Murata
reported that the concentration of soluble Fas ligand is
elevated in the early stages of severe drug eruption. Their
report has had a significant impact, in that their finding
has made it possible to predict whether drug exanthema
will develop into the severe type (J Allergy Clin Immunol,
2008). We thought of creating a rapid assay kit similar to
that for influenza. However, the idea wasn't realized
because the serum concentration of soluble Fas ligand is
extremely low: on the order of only several hundred pg/ml.
We then focused on granulysin, about which Dr. Abe
reported the next year (Ann Intern Med, 2009). For
granulysin, it turned out to be possible to apply immuno-
chromatography, which is used in rapid assays, because
the concentration is on the order of several dozen ng/ml
(Fig. 1). In tests using serum from patients in the early
stages of drug exanthema that would develop into severe
drug eruption, we obtained results that were consistent
with those from ELISA.

The paper reporting on the development of the assay kit
was published in J Am Acad Dermatol, with Dr. Yoshioka
and me as coauthors (see “My Special Paper”; p. 59). The
paper earned Dr. Yoshioka his Ph.D. An article about the kit
appeared in the newspaper (Fig. 2). Drs. Saito and
Nishimura continue their research with a view to applying
the idea to patients with drug-induced hypersensitivity
syndrome and GVHD. I'm determined to endeavor in my
research, and | hope that the assay kit is widely applied in
clinical cases and contributes to the greatest possible
reduction of patients who suffer aftereffects of severe

drug eruption.
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Flow of the sample (capillary phenomenon)
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\ Diluted serum
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Fig. 1: The structure of the kit, which employs immunochromatography
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Shintaro Tammura, Department Director, Chitose City Hospital
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I received the 2011 Excellent Paper Award of the Hokkaido
University Graduate School of Medicine. | wrote about this
paper in the My Special Paper section (p. 57). This award
was established in 2005. At first, papers that were pub-
lished in journals with impact factors of 20 or higher were
selected as candidates. However, since Dr. Wataru Nishie
(Dermatology Dept.) received the award in 2007 for the
publication of his paper in Nature Medicine, there hadn’t
been any candidate papers. The criteria were broadened to
include papers published in journals with impact factors of
10 or higher.

The paper selected for the award this time was pub-
lished in Cell Stem Cell, whose impact factor is 25.943. The
Graduate School of Medicine gave the paper a high evalu-
ation and selected it for the award. | feel very honored for
receiving it. I'd like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to
Professor Emi Nishimura (Tokyo Medical and Dental
University), Professor Hiroshi Shimizu, and the members of

the laboratory for their guidance and assistance.
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Excellent Paper Award of the Hokkaido University Graduate School of Medicine
This award program was launched in 2005 to honor the authors of papers published in journals whose impact factor is ten or higher.
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Awardees from the Hokkaido University
Department of Dermatology (since FY 2005)

IEXREERHSDREE (2005FELIRF)

Wataru Nishie (FY 2007) VUYL 5 ek (200740 )

Humanization of autoantigen

Nishie W, Sawamura D, Goto M, Ito K, Shibaki A, McMillan JR, Sakai K, Nakamura H, Olasz E,

Yancey KB, Akiyama M, Shimizu H.
Nat Med 13:378-383, 2007

Doctoral thesis KEEE -1
Currently: Associate Professor Bl oAesi BB
Yasuyuki Fujita (Fy 2010) WEH B e (2010400%)

Bone marrow transplantation restores epidermal basement membrane protein expression and
rescues epidermolysis bullosa model mice.

Fujita Y, Abe R, Inokuma D, Sasaki M, Hoshina D, Natsuga K, Nishie W, McMillan JR, Nakamura H,
Shimizu T, Akiyama M, Sawamura D, Shimizu H.

Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 107:14345-14350, 2010

Doctoral thesis KB5S
Currently: Assistant Professor B #

Shintaro Tanimura (FY 2011) BATOAHB e (201142 )

Hair follicle stem cells provide a functional niche for melanocyte stem cells.
Tanimura S, Tadokoro Y, Inomata K, Binh NT, Nishie W, Yamazaki S, Nakauchi H, Tanaka Y,

McMillan JR, Sawamura D, Yancey K, Shimizu H, Nishimura EK.
Cell Stem Cell 8: 177-187, 2011.
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After the awards ceremony (I'm the second from left in the back row.) Awards ceremony

LERENS2EENZEE BEXOKTF
31




